fire to the woods where the fugitives had
sought refuge. This infuriated Al-Afzal,
and he took his revenge by defeating King
Baldwin near Askalon, taking 300 of his
knights prisoners and putting the rest to
the sword. King Baldwin escaped death
by hiding himself in a haystack* In 1109
A.D, the Crusaders came again with rein-
forcements and after a long struggle took
Tripoli from the Muslims. The murder of
Al-Afzal in 1121 A.D. weakened the posi-
tion of Egypt to such an extent, that it*
could do no more than remain on the
defensive. His successor Ibn al-Bataeihi
called Al-Mamun, though a capable and
tolerant minister, could not keep his place
long and was crucified in 1125 A.D. It was
he who built the Mosque of Al-Aqmar,
"The Grey Mosque," in the Sharia an-
Nahhasin. It is the chief monument of
the late Fatamid period in Cairo.
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